
Word Parts 

Step-by-step instructions 
 

Before class 

 

1. Ensure the slide Common Affixes can be projected, or make a poster to display and use 

during instruction. 

 

2. Have a copy of the card set available to model strategy. 

 

3. Enough copies or index cards cut and ready for each student to have a set. 

 

Introduce the Lesson 

 

4. Ask students if they know what prefixes are. 

 

5. Note the legitimacy of student answers but correct any misinformation. 

 

6. Explain (if necessary) that a prefix is a word part attached to the beginning of a word.  A 

prefix changes the meaning of the word. 

 

7. Ask students the difference between prefixes and suffixes. 

 

8. Explain (if necessary) that a suffix is a word part attached to the end that changes the 

meaning of the word. 

 

9. Write the word view on the board.  Have a student read the word and give a definition.  

(range of vision – to see) 

 

10. Put the blue card pre up next to it.  Ask students for the “new word” PREVIEW.  That is 

right. “Preview” everyone read the new word together.  “PREVIEW”  

 

11. Ask for a volunteer to give the definition of “preview”.  Acknowledge that preview means to 

view or see something beforehand.  Example: to preview a book before you read it. 

 

12. Write Pregame on the board, have a student read the word.  That is right.  “Pregame”; 

everyone read the word together. “PREGAME”.   

 

13. Ask for a volunteer to give the definition of “pregame”.  Acknowledge that pregame is the 

time before a game begins, it is when players are announced and the coin is tossed.  It is also 

the time athletes use to get ready for the game. 

 

14. Ask for more examples of words using the prefix PRE. 

 

 

 



Begin the Lesson 

 

15. Display the Common Affixes slide.  Point out that the RED affixes are suffixes and are 

attached to the end of the word.  The BLUE affixes are prefixes and are attached to the 

beginning of the word. 

 

16. Call on students to read the Affix, Meaning, and Sample Word.  Ask for students to share 

other words with the affix they just read.  Acknowledge their responses and make corrections 

if necessary.   

 

Model and Teach 
 

17. Hand out the card sets – give students time to prepare their set of cards.  Either cut the 

preprinted cards, or write the affixes and meanings from the slide on the precut index 

cards. 

 

18. As students are assembling their card sets, walk around the room and offer assistance to 

students who may need help. 

 

19. Once everyone is ready, have students get out a piece of paper and a pencil.  Tell them 

they are going to see how many words they can make.  Tell them you will go first. 

 

20. Model word manipulation.  Write the word PAY on the board.  Hold up the first card 

“able” Model as a think aloud.  Able, it is a suffix so let me hold it up to the end of the 

word, “payable” is that a word?  Yes, I have heard people say that something is 

“payable with cash or credit”.  I know that “able” means “able to be” so “payable” 

must mean “able to pay”.  That makes sense, because I would pay with cash or credit. So 

I am going to write Payable on my paper. 

 

21. “Bi” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the front of the word, “bipay” is that a word?  

No, let me go on to the next one. 

 

22. “dis” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the front of the word, “dispay” is that a word? 

No, let me go on to the next one. 

 

23. “est” it is a suffix – let me hold it up to the end of the word, “payest” is that a word? No, 

let me go on to the next one. 

 

24. “ful” it is a suffix – let me hold it up to the end of the word, “payful” is that a word? N0, 

let me go on to the next one. 

 

25. “il” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the beginning of the word, “ilpay” is that a word? 

No, let me go on to the next one. 

 

26. “inter” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the beginning of the word, “interpay” is that a 

word? No, let me on go to the next one. 



27. “less” it is a suffix - let me hold it up to the end of the word, “payless” is that a word? 

Not really, it is a store. But not a real word let me go on to the next one. 

 

28. “non” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the beginning of the word, “nonpay” is that a 

word? No, people say it or even say nonpayable, but they aren’t real words. 

 

29. “pre” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the beginning of the word, “prepay” is that a 

word?  Yes, it means to pay in advance.  Let me write that down on my paper. 

 

30. “re” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the beginning of the word, “repay” is that a 

word? Yes, it means to pay again.  Let me write that down on my paper. 

 

31. “un” it is a prefix – let me hold it up to the beginning of the word, “unpay” is that a 

word? No.  I am finished – I went through all of the cards.  Let me see I got three words; 

payable, prepay, and repay. 

 

32. Ask if there are any questions – entertain any questions.  Then ask students if anyone 

wants to try to come up and add a prefix and suffix to make a word. 

 

33. If no one finds a word after manipulating several affix cards, hand them re, un and able.  

Tell the student two of the cards can be used together, help the student form the word 

“repayable”. 

 

Guided Practice 

 

34. Have students work in pairs or small groups.  You can pair the class quickly by having 

students turn to the person next to them.  Have them turn their desks to face each other 

and create a common work area.   

 

35. Write six root words on the board. Port, Arm, Act, Believe, Use, Count.  Tell students 

they will have 10 minutes to see how many words they can come make with the affix 

cards. Remind students that they can add to their list by combining prefixes and suffixes 

to the same roots. 

 

36. When groups are ready start timing. Walk around the room and assist if necessary.  

Immediate corrective feedback will prevent students from learning incorrect information.  

 

37. After 8 minutes give students a two minute warning, ask them to start wrapping it up.  

 

38. After 10 minutes tell students their time is up.  Ask students to read their list.  Write the 

words on the board.  As a different groups read their lists, make a check mark next to 

duplicate words to show students how popular and common these words are. 

 

 

 

 



Wrap up 

 

39. Go over the common affixes again.  Have students repeat the affix after you and read the 

meaning. 

 

40. Tell students they already know that looking for word parts can help them read and 

understand the meaning of many words.  Now they can reverse that strategy by applying 

common affixes they can add to their vocabulary.  Knowing the meaning of common 

affixes students can increase their vocabulary.  

 


